
Jadav Payeng longs for trees.

Born on the river island of Majuli in the Brahmaputra, one of the largest river islands in the world, Payeng
witnessed how his homeland steadily lost land through annual flooding and erosion. As the island was gradually
consumed by the river, the lives of both people and wildlife came under increasing threat. Faced with these
destructive forces of nature, Jadav Payeng began planting trees at the age of sixteen, initially only a few saplings to
help stabilise the soil.

“I decided to dedicate my life to planting trees.”

Born on the river island of Majuli in the Brahmaputra, one of the largest river islands in the world, Payeng
witnessed how his homeland steadily lost land through annual flooding and erosion. As the island was gradually
consumed by the river, the lives of both people and wildlife came under increasing threat. Faced with these
destructive forces of nature, Jadav Payeng began planting trees at the age of sixteen, initially only a few saplings to
help stabilise the soil.

Sheila Watt-Cloutier — Canada — Climate change as a human rights issue | Bryan Stevenson — USA — Justice, equality and humanity | Berta Isabel Cáceres Flores
— Honduras — Indigenous rights and self-determination | Nemonte Nenquimo — Ecuador — Recognition of Indigenous rights and protection of her people’s
rainforest territory from oil exploitation | Tião Santos — Brazil — Social and legal recognition for waste pickers | Sugata Mitra — United Kingdom — Children’s right
to education | Roda Verheyen — Germany — Climate protection as a human right | Linda Rennings — Germany — Rights of people experiencing homelessness |
Nadia Murad — Germany— Justice for victims of sexual violence in armed conflict | Alice Nkom — Cameroon — Rights of LGBTI+ people | Roy Sesana — Botswana
— Indigenous self-determination and ways of life | Iqbal Masih — Pakistan — Freedom and an end to child labour | Jadav Payeng — India — Reforestation | Tsering
Woeser — China — Freedom of expression and freedom of the press
Cynthia Houniuhi — Salomonen — Klimaschutz als völkerrechtliche Pflicht
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Sehnsuchtsatlas
Atlas of Longing

15 regions on an interactive globe

An interactive, rotating globe — chosen to avoid the distortions of flat map projections — showing
that longing is not universal in form: the same motif takes on a different meaning and urgency
depending on where and how a person lives.

Photo 1 — interactive globe overview Photo 2 — a single case, detail view

At a glance

Format: interactive 3D globe with regional case examples

Content per case: short biography, quotes, images and thematic focus

Reveals: shared motifs (security, belonging, freedom, an intact environment) shift in meaning across 
cultural and political contexts

All fifteen planned regions and case examples were completed

Selected cases
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