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10

 

historical figures presented in full

Aninteractive digital history book tracing people whose personal longing became the spark for a 
socialorpolitical movement — showing how individual aspiration can turn into collective change.

Photo 1 — Example Marguerite Porete Photo 2 — Example Paulo Freire

At a glance

Format: non-linear, interactive digital timeline

Content per entry: portrait, visual material and contextual text

Focus: the interplay between personal longing and collective historical change

All ten planned entries were completed and published

Figures featured
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The Longing for Liberating Education

“We cannot speak about education without speaking about love.”

Marguerite Porete was born around 1250/1260 in Hainaut, a region
that today forms part of Belgium. She was burned at the stake as a
heretic in Paris on 1 June 1310. Porete belonged to the Beguine
movement, a widespread lay movement of women in the High
Middle Ages whose members lived independently and in self-
governed communities outside monastic structures. Beguines took
no monastic vows, organised their lives communally, supported
themselves through their own work, and pursued a form of religious
practice that remained largely beyond ecclesiastical control. Within
this movement, a longing for spiritual autonomy found expression,
an aspiration that was both unusual and contentious for its time.

No contemporary portraits of Marguerite Porete are known to exist.
The image shown here is a later artistic interpretation.
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